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to pile up." Dynamic education is not based upon any assumption
of rigid, absolute values; it should guide to an authority within and
to a freedom without.
Dynamic education for the preschool child emphasizes the prin-
ciple of flexibility. The child must realize that he has to cope with
certain basic demands but that these demands may change under
certain conditions and that they may be different for different per-
sons. The child experiences that he is not allowed to do what
Ms little friend does and that the grownups have some standards
different from those that young children have. The adult should
realize that education is a dynamic process of life. Some parents,
guided by the ideal of objectivity in their relationship to their
child, do not dare to show any emotions; they do not kiss the
child and they do not beat him. They develop a behavior like the
centipede in a fable, who, observing which foot he used first, could
not move at all. A child needs affection and will provoke punish-
ment rather than endure a rigid and cool attitude in his parents.
Bernard Shaw remarked: "Never strike a child except in anger."
Education should be natural and not follow rigid rules; its basic
principle should be insight into the dynamic differences of life. Rec-
ognizing the gap between the world of child and that of adult, the
adult should not punish the child for expressing his needs but should
guide the expression of his needs into channels which gradually lead
to the child's adjustment to adult society. Aggression can be trans-
formed into competition, and competition into mutual assistance.
Balance is the ultimate goal of dynamics; if a child is frustrated in
expressing one need he produces another one. Emotional disturb-
ances usually are the child's compensations for a neglect of his
needs* Dynamic education is the awareness of balance and unbal-
ance in the child's relationship to his environment and to himself,
"EDITING THE MATERIAL" OF THE CHILD'S PERSONALITY
Our present study emphasizes the difference between the two
worlds of child and adult in order to warn against the transfer to
child psychology of categories which come from adult psychology.
We follow K. Koffka's postulate :C340) *
We must try to put ourselves in the place of the child with the same tasks
before us, which the child is expected to solve and with only those means at oar
tlispoaal wliidi are available to the child.